
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



USoc 

4107 

40 



L S(fC 970 J, yo 




f^arbarli CoUeae librars 




!J«»...>3:A'«»-rt^^cJua_. 



c 



eftnfftmti^taa mitfmim 



TOB THl 



GOVERNMENT 



oiMa 



COLUMBIAN INSTITUTE. 



>AS8£D 03f THE VLISVJ&WIR OB OOTOBEB^ 1820. 



FRII7TKD FOR TBB INSTITUTE, BY 8* A. EXtlOT 









vu^a 



[The Columbian Institute was formed at the Washingtoi 
on the 38th of June, 1816 ; and was incorporated by a la 
of the United States, on the 20th April, 1818.] 



A CONSTITUTIONAL ORDINANCE 



GOVERNMENT 



COl^lJMLElAX IXSTITUTE. 



Article 1. The Institute shall be styled the 
^Columbian Institute for the promotion of 
^rts and ScieneesV 

2. The Institute shall consist of five classes, 
iz. : of mathematical sciences, physical sciences, 
:ioral and political sciences, general literature, 
nd the fine arts. 

3. The membersr composing each class shall, 
pecially, charge themselves with the investiga- 
fon of the objects embraced therein, and commu- 
icate to the Institute, from time to time, the re- 
alt of their inquiries : but every member of the 



institate shall have the right of makiog such 
communications as he may deem proper, on any 
object of art or science 

4. The Institute may be composed of resident 
corresponding, and honorary members. 

5. Resident members shall be persons residing 
in the District of Columbia. They shall pay U 
the Treasurer of the Institute, five dollars, each, 
upon their admission, and a like sum on the last 
Saturday in each year thereafter. Those ivha 
without leave, omit, for one year, to attend i 
meeting of the Institute, and to make the pay- 
ments required by this article, shall forfeit thei' 
membership. 

6. Corresponding members shall be persons r^ 
siding out of the District of Columbia ; and \rbo 
may have manifested a desire for the promotioi 
of science or the arts. To this class of membei 
shall, also, belong those resident members wh 
may remove out of the District of Columbia; pro- 
vided they shall acqusunt the Institute with theii 
wishes to that effect. Corresponding members 
may, if they judge proper, make the same pay- 
ments as resident members: i^nd, in that case 
they shall be entitled to vote on all questions tha 
may be brought before the Institute at any meet 
ing at which they may be present 

7. Honorary members sb«U be persons distin- 
guished for theiF knowledge in any qf the arts oi 
sciences, and residing out of tbo District of Co- 
lumbisu No daties shall be required ef them* 
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8. The eleetioiiof new membera shaU he by 
ballot ; and the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members present shall be neeassnry to a choice : 
but the election shall not take place until one 
month after the meeting at which the candidate 
shall have been proposed for admission. Resi- 
dent and corresponding members can be elected 
only upon their own requeaty in writings or upon 
the proposition of a znember> made at their in- 
stance. 

9. Resident manbers shall^ as soon as may be 
after their admission, indicate the class to which 
they wish to belong. The like indication shall 
be made by those who are now members, on or 
before the first Saturday in 182 1« 

10. Each mei^ber shall receire a ^plomsL^ or 
certificate pf membership^ under the seal of the 
Institute, signed by the President and attested by 
the SecFetary. 

11. The officers of the Institute shall consist of 
a President, Vice-PrQsident, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and five Counsellors^ (one for each class; ) to be 
chosen by ballot fVom among the resident mem- 
bers,, immediately after the passing of this ordi* 
nance, and, next, on the last Saturday in the year 
1 S 8 1 , ai¥i)t thereafter^ on the last Saturday in eacb 
year. 

la. The President shall preside at the meetings 
of the Institute: but shaU, nevertfaelesfls. he enti- 
tled to vote on all questions. He shall attend to 
the welfare of the Institute gmecally. 

13, The Viije-President shall, in the absence of 
the President,, peipforw the duties of that officer. 
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14. The Secretary shall keep a journal of the 
proeeedings ; and, also, a record, in which each 
member shall, after admission, subscribe his name. 
He shall take charge of all communications : and 
i^all give due notice of the meetings of the Insti- 
tute. 

15. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys of 
the Institute; and shall disburse the same on the 
order of the President, countersigned by the Se- 
cretary. He shall keep an account of his receipts 
and expenditures, which he shall exhibit when- 
ever required by the Institute : and, at the annual 
meetings, he shall lay before the Institute, a state- 
ment of its fiscal concerns. 

16. The Counsellors shall have a regard to the 
interests of their respective classes ; and report to 
the Institute whatever they may deem beneficial 
to them. 

17. The ofiicers of the Institute shall, together, 
be a Board of Administration, (of which the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of the Institute shall be Pre- 
sident and Secretary,) which shall have a general 
superintendence of the afiairs of the Institute, and 
of the hall, library, cabinet, observatory, philoso- 
phical and other apparatus, and of the botanic gar- 
den, and of all other property and effects belong- 
ing to the Institute. This Board shall meet when- 
ever the President, or any two members of it, shall 
deem proper ; and a majority of the members shall 
be a quorum. It shall be subject to any instruc- 
tions from the Institute. 

18. Any officer may be removed by the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the members who may 



be present when the resolution for his removal 
may be brought forward : but no such resolution 
shall be brought forward, without one month's 
previous notice thereof. In case of the death, 
resignation, or removal of any officer, a new elec- 
tion shall be held to fill the vacancy. 

19. An annual meeting shall be held on the last 
Saturday in each year; a stated meeting on tiie 
first Saturday in each month ; and special meet- 
ings whenever three members concur in a request 
to that effect 

20. Five members shall be a quorum ; but, in 
the absence of a quorum, those members who may 
be present shall have power to adjourn a meeting. 

21. This ordinance shall not be altered or re* 
pealed without one month's previous notice. 
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